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The Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC) is an inter-
regional multilateral organization launched in 1999 with the aim to increase 
inter-regional cooperation and understanding between East Asia and Latin 
America. 

The 36 member countries are Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, Suriname, Thailand, 
Uruguay, Venezuela and Viet Nam. (16 East Asian Countries, 20 Latin 
American Countries)

The FEALAC Cyber Secretariat was established in 2011 in order to increase 
cooperation and facilitate communication among member countries. It 
supports FEALAC member countries and the Forum in managing the official 
FEALAC website, hosting annual workshops, strengthening overall mechanism, 
enhancing visibility of FEALAC, working with the Working Group co-chairs for 
compiling and updating projects’ database, and assisting host countries of 
FEALAC meetings, among others.

FEALAC Fact Sheet was launched by the FEALAC Cyber Secretariat in 2018 
to provide an overview of macroeconomic indicators, trade, investment 
performance and any other meaningful data of FEALAC member countries.   

In this book, ‘East Asia’ refers to the FEALAC East Asian Member Countries 
and ‘Latin America’ refers to the FEALAC Latin American Member Countries. 
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1 FEALAC Macroeconomic Indicators

1-1. GDP

(Unit : USD million)

Year World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

2007 57,969,299 15,303,522 11,524,395 3,779,127

2008 63,587,428 17,796,263 13,389,849 4,406,414

2009 60,285,557 17,989,452 13,849,821 4,139,631

2010 66,036,387 21,344,171 16,178,030 5,166,141

2011 73,367,916 24,693,419 18,803,100 5,890,318

2012 75,061,410 26,098,099 20,148,153 5,949,945

2013 77,218,621 26,454,062 20,354,791 6,099,270

2014 79,319,858 27,172,966 20,953,317 6,219,649

2015 75,037,187 25,741,633 20,834,874 4,906,760

2016 76,146,113 26,319,830 21,534,376 4,785,454

2017 80,934,771  28,273,191 22,932,320  5,340,871

Source : World Bank
* The data of Venezuela was not included for the years of 2015, 2016, and 2017. 

Share of FEALAC GDP in the world

2007 2017
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GDP of FEALAC Member Countries in 2017

(Unit : USD million)

East Asia GDP Latin America GDP

Australia 1,323,421 Argentina 637,430

Brunei 12,128 Bolivia 37,509

Cambodia 22,158 Brazil 2,053,595

China 12,237,700 Chile 277,076

Indonesia 1,015,421 Colombia 333,114

Japan 4,859,951 Costa Rica 57,286

Korea 1,530,751 Cuba 96,851

Lao PDR 16,853 Dominican Republic 75,932

Malaysia 314,710 Ecuador 104,296

Mongolia 11,434 El Salvador 24,805

Myanmar 67,069 Guatemala 75,620

New Zealand 204,139 Honduras 22,979

Philippines 313,595 Mexico 1,158,071

Singapore 323,907 Nicaragua 13,814

Thailand 455,303 Panama 62,284

Viet Nam 223,780 Paraguay 39,667

Peru 211,389

Suriname 2,996

Uruguay 56,157

Venezuela* ..

Source : World Bank
* Data not available
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1-2. GDP per Capita

(Unit : USD)

Year World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

2007 8,674 9,097 14,087 5,105 

2008 9,398 10,079 15,268 5,928 

2009 8,802 9,365 13,838 5,786 

2010 9,525 11,139 16,555 6,806 

2011 10,459 12,776 19,350 7,516 

2012 10,573 13,378 20,140 7,969 

2013 10,747 13,477 19,945 8,302 

2014 10,909 13,422 19,568 8,504 

2015 10,199 12,307 17,696 7,769 

2016 10,229 12,121 17,490 7,600 

2017 10,749 12,796 18,370 8,101 

Source : World Bank
* At Current Price
* The data of Venezuela was not included for the years of 2015, 2016, and 2017. 
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1-3. Real GDP Growth

(Unit : %)

Year World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

2007 4.2 6.5 6.9 6.2

2008 1.8 4.6 4.3 4.8

2009 -1.7 0.7 2.0 -0.4

2010 4.4 5.9 6.7 5.3

2011 3.2 5.4 5.5 5.3

2012 2.5 4.6 5.5 3.9

2013 2.7 4.5 5.1 4.0

2014 2.8 3.6 4.6 2.7

2015 2.9 3.5 4.3 2.7

2016 2.6 2.9 4.0 2.0

2017 3.2 3.8 4.7 3.0

Source : World Bank
* The data of Venezuela was not included for the years of 2015, 2016, and 2017. 
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1-4. Unemployment Rate

(Unit : %)

Year World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

2007 4.9 4.7 3.6 5.6 

2008 5.0 4.6 3.5 5.5 

2009 5.6 5.3 3.9 6.4 

2010 5.5 4.9 3.7 5.8 

2011 5.4 4.7 3.5 5.6 

2012 5.4 4.5 3.4 5.4 

2013 5.4 4.4 3.4 5.3 

2014 5.2 4.4 3.4 5.3 

2015 5.2 4.5 3.4 5.4 

2016 5.2 4.8 3.6 5.8 

2017 5.1 4.7 3.5 5.7 

2018 5.0 4.8 3.5 5.8 

Source : World Bank
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2 FEALAC Population

2-1. Total Population

Year World
FEALAC East Asia Latin America

Population (%) Population (%) Population (%)

1960 3,032,250,289 1,221,099,434 40.27 1,040,034,304 34.30 220,434,662 7.27 

1970 3,685,815,205 1,526,610,482 41.42 1,289,319,574 34.98 287,361,389 7.80 

1980 4,439,412,151 1,861,170,029 41.92 1,558,241,583 35.10 363,543,431 8.19 

1990 5,288,137,359 2,195,948,254 41.53 1,821,518,023 34.45 445,044,474 8.42 

2000 6,121,371,868 2,491,741,366 40.71 2,047,138,744 33.44 524,829,251 8.57 

2010 6,932,596,129 2,716,407,510 39.18 2,207,155,022 31.84 596,478,519 8.60 

2011 7,014,792,135 2,737,649,098 39.03 2,221,935,061 31.67 603,537,118 8.60 

2012 7,099,311,892 2,759,126,819 38.86 2,237,073,498 31.51  610,547,919 8.60 

2013 7,184,861,447 2,780,665,359 38.70 2,252,293,463 31.35 617,495,658 8.59

2014 7,271,057,715 2,802,331,958 38.54 2,267,716,950 31.19 624,335,544 8.59 

2015 7,357,233,590 2,823,794,783 38.38 2,283,072,846 31.03 631,062,646 8.58 

2016 7,443,810,911 2,845,461,370 38.23 2,298,707,239 30.88 637,663,866 8.57 

2017 7,529,719,387 2,867,028,930 38.08 2,314,367,614 30.74 618,363,429  8.21 

Source : World Bank 
* The World Bank estimates for total population counts all residents regardless of legal status or citizenship.
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2-2. Population of FEALAC member countries 

Region Country
Year

1980 1990 2000 2010 2017

East 
Asia

Australia 14,692,000 17,065,100 19,153,000 22,031,750 24,601,860 

Brunei 193,949 258,785 333,241 388,662 428,697 

Cambodia 6,692,107 8,973,342 12,152,354 14,308,740 16,005,373 

China 981,235,000 1,135,185,000 1,262,645,000 1,337,705,000 1,386,395,000 

Indonesia 147,490,365 181,436,821 211,540,429 242,524,123 263,991,379 

Japan 116,782,000 123,537,000 126,843,000 128,070,000 126,785,797 

Korea 38,123,775 42,869,283 47,008,111 49,554,112 51,466,201 

Lao PDR 3,258,144 4,258,472 5,329,304 6,246,274 6,858,160 

Malaysia 13,798,125 18,038,321 23,185,608 28,112,289 31,624,264 

Mongolia 1,689,622 2,184,145 2,397,436 2,712,650 3,075,647 

Myanmar 33,369,712 40,626,250 46,095,462 50,155,896 53,370,609 

New Zealand 3,112,900 3,329,800 3,857,700 4,350,700 4,793,900 

Philippines 47,396,968 61,947,348 77,991,569 93,726,624 104,918,090 

Singapore 2,413,945 3,047,132 4,027,887 5,076,732 5,612,253 

Thailand 47,385,323 56,582,821 62,958,021 67,208,808 69,037,513 

Viet Nam 54,372,514 68,209,605 80,285,562 88,472,512 95,540,800 
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Region Country
Year

1980 1990 2000 2010 2017

Latin 
America

Argentina 28,105,888 32,729,739 37,057,452 41,223,889 44,271,041 

Bolivia 5,589,575 6,856,244 8,339,512 9,918,242 11,051,600 

Brazil 121,159,761 149,352,145 175,287,587 196,796,269 209,288,278 

Chile 11,266,226 13,242,132 15,262,754 16,993,354 18,054,726 

Colombia 27,737,900 34,271,565 40,403,958 45,918,097 49,291,609 

Costa Rica 2,389,310 3,095,995 3,925,443 4,545,280 4,905,769 

Cuba 9,835,177 10,582,081 11,150,736 11,333,051 11,484,636 

Dominican 
Republic 5,809,269 7,183,647 8,562,622 9,897,985 10,766,998 

Ecuador 7,976,445 10,218,091 12,628,596 14,934,690 16,624,858 

El Salvador 4,580,704 5,254,984 5,867,626 6,164,626 6,377,853 

Guatemala 7,283,459 9,263,813 11,650,743 14,630,417 16,913,503 

Honduras 3,678,286 4,955,328 6,524,283 8,194,778 9,265,067 

Mexico 69,360,871 85,357,874 101,719,673 117,318,941 124,777,324  

Nicaragua 3,249,910 4,144,565 5,026,796 5,737,723 6,217,581 

Panama 1,978,578 2,471,009 3,030,347 3,643,222 4,098,587 

Paraguay 3,180,630 4,213,742 5,302,700 6,209,877 6,811,297 

Peru 17,359,120 21,826,658 25,914,879 29,373,646 32,165,485 

Suriname 362,777 407,472 472,390 526,103 563,402 

Uruguay 2,915,778 3,109,989 3,321,245 3,374,415 3,456,750 

Venezuela 15,343,916 19,861,956 24,488,340 29,028,033 31,977,065 

Source : World Bank 
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2-3. Population in Urban Areas 

Year
World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

Population (%) Population (%) Population (%) Population (%)

1960 1,019,011,890 33.62 329,497,186 26.98 234,833,788 22.58 108,967,260 49.43

1970 1,347,424,058 36.57 464,132,454 30.40 321,767,188 24.96 164,553,604 57.26

1980 1,747,089,443 39.37 636,120,903 34.18 432,172,144 27.73 234,536,464 64.52

1990 2,275,489,597 43.05 891,857,859 40.61 618,635,395 33.96 314,542,308 70.68

2000 2,857,965,387 46.70 1,195,882,410 47.99 848,048,901 41.43 396,155,977 75.49

2010 3,580,415,264 51.66 1,560,994,147 57.47 1,146,568,628 51.95 468,568,696 78.56

2011 3,654,881,938 52.12 1,596,068,772 58.30 1,174,957,658 52.88 475,780,936 78.84

2012 3,730,759,501 52.56 1,630,744,049 59.10 1,203,047,604 53.78 482,961,243 79.11

2013 3,807,887,178 53.01 1,665,561,072 59.90 1,231,283,401 54.67 490,096,192 79.37

2014 3,886,278,506 53.46 1,700,683,811 60.69 1,259,874,928 55.56 497,163,207 79.63

2015 3,965,789,886 53.92 1,735,872,278 61.47 1,288,629,541 56.44 504,157,408 79.89

2016 4,046,320,605 54.37 1,771,358,763 62.25 1,317,732,328 57.32 511,065,137 80.15

2017 4,127,094,231 54.82 1,806,847,206 63.02 1,346,929,005 58.20 517,875,106 80.40

 Source : World Bank
 * For Singapore, all population are estimated to live in urban areas as it is a city-state.
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2-4. Population in Rural Areas

Year
World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

Population (%) Population (%) Population (%) Population (%)

1960 2,012,287,120 66.38 891,602,248 73.02 805,200,516 77.42 111,463,123 50.57

1970 2,337,166,697 63.43 1,062,478,028 69.60 967,552,386 75.04 122,802,335 42.74

1980 2,690,794,128 60.63 1,225,049,126 65.82 1,126,069,439 72.27 128,999,387 35.48

1990 3,010,755,726 56.95 1,304,090,395 59.39 1,202,882,628 66.04 130,472,130 29.32

2000 3,261,678,097 53.30 1,295,858,956 52.01 1,199,089,843 58.57 128,644,890 24.51

2010 3,350,374,950 48.34 1,155,413,363 42.53 1,060,586,394 48.05 127,879,588 21.44

2011 3,358,088,582 47.88 1,141,580,326 41.70 1,046,977,403 47.12 127,725,567 21.16

2012 3,366,716,232 47.44 1,128,382,770 40.90 1,034,025,894 46.22 127,555,717 20.89

2013 3,375,118,905 46.99 1,115,104,287 40.10 1,021,010,062 45.33 127,368,202 20.63

2014 3,382,925,879 46.54 1,101,648,147 39.31 1,007,842,022 44.44 127,140,807 20.37

2015 3,389,610,150 46.08 1,087,922,505 38.53 994,443,305 43.56 126,873,484 20.11

2016 3,395,642,157 45.63 1,074,102,607 37.75 980,974,911 42.68 126,566,780 19.85

2017 3,400,762,331 45.18 1,060,181,724 36.98 967,438,609 41.80 126,217,420 19.60

Source : World Bank
* Population in rural areas are not applicable to Singapore as it is a city-state.

Population in Rural Areas

  Latin America Population
  East Asia Population
  FEALAC Population

  Latin America %
  East Asia %
  FEALAC %
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Population Distribution by Age Group (2017)

2-5. Population Distribution by Age Group
(Unit : %)

Year
World FEALAC East Asia Latin America

0-14 15-64 65+ 0-14 15-64 65+ 0-14 15-64 65+ 0-14 15-64 65+

1960 37.10 57.93 4.97 39.71 56.43 3.86 39.20 56.91 3.88 42.46 53.89 3.64

1970 37.53 57.16 5.31 40.17 55.80 4.03 39.70 56.29 4.01 42.45 53.57 3.98

1980 35.30 58.80 5.89 36.59 58.65 4.76 35.80 59.35 4.85 39.73 55.92 4.35

1990 32.91 60.94 6.16 31.15 63.30 5.55 29.84 64.42 5.74 36.38 58.88 4.75

2000 30.11 63.00 6.89 27.04 66.18 6.77 25.74 67.17 7.09 32.14 62.29 5.56

2010 26.83 65.54 7.64 21.91 69.94 8.15 20.43 71.03 8.55 27.63 65.62 6.75

2011 26.68 65.58 7.74 21.68 69.99 8.32 20.25 71.02 8.73 27.20 65.90 6.90

2012 26.55 65.60 7.85 21.52 69.97 8.51 20.14 70.94 8.92 26.78 66.17 7.05

2013 26.42 65.60 7.97 21.39 69.90 8.71 20.07 70.79 9.14 26.38 66.40 7.21

2014 26.30 65.58 8.12 21.27 69.78 8.94 20.01 70.60 9.39 25.98 66.62 7.40

2015 26.18 65.54 8.28 21.14 69.63 9.23 19.94 70.37 9.69 25.59 66.81 7.60

2016 26.06 65.45 8.48 21.03 69.42 9.55 19.89 70.07 10.04 25.25 66.94 7.81

2017 25.94 65.36 8.70 20.90 69.19 9.92 19.81 69.75 10.44 24.90 67.05 8.04

Source : World Bank
* The World Bank estimates for population counts all residents regardless of legal status or citizenship.
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3 FEALAC Trade Indicators

Trade data is based on the IMF Direction of Trade Statistics (DOTS) and UN Trade Statistics. The 
data, collected by the United Nations Statistics Division, are reported either in national currency 
or in United States dollars (USD). These data are converted in USD before being uploaded in 
UN COMTRADE. Annual data reported to the UN COMTRADE are incorporated in IMF DOTS for 
countries that do not report to the IMF. 

3-1. Trade Volumes of Goods (FOB/CIF) 

(Unit : USD millions)

World FEALAC → World

Year Exports Imports Exports Imports

2008 16,149,911 16,508,155 4,699,799 4,393,390

2014 18,783,794 18,909,008 6,220,344 5,951,940

2015 16,380,591 16,579,846 5,706,950 5,051,708

2016 15,831,602 16,151,357 5,496,640 4,851,195

2017 17,542,035 17,756,216 6,073,823 5,502,553

2018 19,384,841 19,542,244 6,636,820 6,231,220

East Asia → World Latin America → World

Year Exports Imports Exports Imports

2008 3,838,028 3,509,507    861,771    883,883

2014 5,180,325 4,822,196 1,040,019 1,129,744

2015 4,820,831 4,044,258    886,119 1,007,450

2016 4,640,519 3,937,881    856,121    913,314

2017 5,113,881 4,510,865    959,942    991,688

2018 5,585,566 5,130,699 1,051,254 1,100,521

Source : IMF
* Data update 2019.7.26. 
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The ratio of trade volumes of goods of FEALAC member countries to the world 
increased from 27.8% in 2008 to 33.1% in 2018.

Trade Volumes of Goods
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3-2. Merchandise Trade Volume of East Asia from/to Latin America

Export (FOB) to FEALAC Latin America countries

  (Unit : USD million)

Country 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Australia 1,935.97 1,945.82 2,196.30 1,935.00 1,931.75

Brunei 0.24 0.15 0.28 0.06 0.64

Cambodia 108.89 143.78 149.37 174.42 201.41

China 132,154.81 127,201.75 111,888.23 128,146.42 145,504.95

Indonesia 3,564.78 3,081.60 2,876.00 3,352.16 3,326.91

Japan 29,707.40 25,292.12 24,619.36 26,158.03 28,043.80

Korea 31,214.29 26,715.90 22,376.56 23,799.54 24,720.87

Lao PDR 2.12 1.76 3.17 4.41 35.29

Malaysia 3,699.72 3,441.54 3,553.04 4,066.01 4,102.85

Mongolia 0.01 0.05 0.07 0.34 0.49

Myanmar 22.58 50.04 41.26 39.14 48.01

New Zealand 937.91 945.79 738.85 720.18 731.11

Philippines 834.64 808.79 834.27 970.77 1,066.77

Singapore 12,540.34 8,536.64 7,787.38 8,382.96 9,130.14

Thailand 7,346.20 7,370.32 7,546.96 7,671.13 7,803.77

Viet Nam 3,953.73 5,277.40 5,878.15 7,628.55 6,375.96

Total 228,023.63 210,813.45 190,489.25 213,049.12 233,024.72
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Import (CIF) from FEALAC Latin America countries

(Unit : USD million)

Country 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Australia 4,662.33 4,316.96 4,155.03 4,493.99 4,681.56

Brunei 11.92 14.44 10.77 20.91 24.84

Cambodia 29.75 20.05 28.51 22.26 29.06

China 126,249.65 103,673.76 101,187.82 125,626.45 156,860.62

Indonesia 4,716.90 4,280.24 4,323.69 3,861.47 4,054.30

Japan 28,243.27 23,419.56 22,416.24 25,770.44 27,240.53

Korea 17,710.38 15,569.86 14,745.96 16,781.44 18,842.62

Lao PDR 0.71 0.81 1.70 3.85 14.9

Malaysia 8,464.76 4,239.32 4,044.33 4,555.45 4,402.82

Mongolia 16.84 17.09 21.01 31.31 34.95

Myanmar 25.11 34.27 137.18 323.43 130.49

New Zealand 716.32 703.06 730.67 781.34 905.56

Philippines 977.86 831.34 1,140.50 1,223.64 1,207.13

Singapore 10,968.18 5,943.55 4,714.28 5,737.90 5,525.60

Thailand 4,382.65 3,882.73 4,040.60 4,176.83 4,165.34

Viet Nam 4,316.15 5,624.52 5,372.99 5,855.52 6,359.28

Total 211,492.78 172,571.56 167,071.28 199,266.23 234,479.60

Source : IMF
* The figure of Lao PDR is estimated.
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3-3. Merchandise Trade Volume of Latin America from/to East Asia

Export (FOB) to FEALAC East Asia countries

(Unit : USD million)

Country 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Argentina 11,665.15 11,640.75 12,374.30 11,330.09 10,983.34

Bolivia 1,650.57 1,417.72 1,537.59 1,834.86 1,902.06

Brazil 63,007.35 54,743.69 53,758.59 67,508.16 83,881.05

Chile 32,426.67 27,133.42 27,949.66 30,973.62 37,993.69

Colombia 7,086.11 3,166.46 2,294.29 3,327.74 5,581.90

Costa Rica 1,037.62 314.03 270.75 428.87 581.21

Cuba 95.88 50.43 45.63 105.88 56.38

Dominican 
Republic 280.25 192.94 216.33 224.02 273.03

Ecuador 1,752.77 2,165.93 2,377.96 2,992.92 3,449.17

El Salvador 97.68 131.98 66.79 152.89 134.39

Guatemala 550.93 606.89 458.14 489.49 308.65

Honduras 195.42 103.35 94.98 95.84 137.78

Mexico 13,224.46 13,178.20 15,637.92 18,391.38 19,152.41

Nicaragua 84.05 65.37 37.95 52.50 133.36

Panama 150.54 93.96 83.16 106.06 99.01

Paraguay 516.10 346.90 202.77 175.86 135.24

Peru 10,456.19 9,969.09 11,936.45 16,736.32 18,731.99

Suriname 26.69 25.35 27.25 34.20 51.64

Uruguay 1,438.05 1,256.99 1,056.05 1,670.45 1,664.52

Venezuela 16,125.07 7,909.85 5,536.75 7,538.43 6,514.05

Total 161,867.55 134,513.30 135,963.31 164,169.58 191,436.63

Import (CIF) from FEALAC East Asia countries
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(Unit : USD million)

Country 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Argentina 15,007.11 16,362.90 14,829.19 17,320.84 17,044.78

Bolivia 2,899.03 2,737.60 2,482.93 2,695.63 2,854.31

Brazil 65,316.75 52,394.84 41,914.96 47,931.38 56,666.01

Chile 21,849.04 21,107.55 20,446.21 22,463.83 24,730.43

Colombia 16,324.15 13,801.61 11,949.63 12,226.10 14,142.21

Costa Rica 2,909.77 3,131.47 3,207.12 3,138.07 3,229.74

Cuba 1,815.53 2,884.95 2,758.49 2,227.31 1,833.39

Dominican 
Republic 3,080.67 3,415.16 3,521.28 3,784.24 5,146.41

Ecuador 5,681.19 4,981.44 3,733.68 4,588.00 5,349.78

El Salvador 1,277.14 1,376.92 1,326.03 1,464.62 2,394.54

Guatemala 2,824.45 2,931.89 2,800.35 2,860.22 3,115.78

Honduras 1,035.87 1,730.13 1,553.43 1,123.52 1,319.64

Mexico 123,050.65 131,238.86 131,801.97 140,609.42 154,259.42

Nicaragua 1,237.47 1,291.85 1,253.66 1,154.51 1,360.25

Panama 2,134.31 2,206.23 2,057.66 2,353.65 2,199.35

Paraguay 3,744.11 3,046.27 3,195.41 4,313.12 4,638.85

Peru 13,857.93 13,452.51 12,775.33 13,361.93 14,708.21

Suriname 174.68 178.12 107.38 145.49 167.18

Uruguay 2,661.80 2,236.28 1,881.05 2,071.17 1,955.01

Venezuela 8,040.17 7,346.46 3,609.94 2,303.41 1,467.51

Total 294,921.82 287,853.04 267,205.70 288,136.46 318,582.80

Source : IMF



32

FEALAC
 FAC

T SH
EET 2019

3-4. Top 10 Export & Import Products by Value

�FEALAC Cyber Secretariat calculated and listed up the 10 highest exported value (USD) products 
between FEALAC member countries in 2018.

Top 10 FEALAC East Asia Exports to Latin America countries by Value (2018)

Rank HS Code Products

1 85 Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders and 
reproducers, television ...

2 84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, nuclear reactors, boilers; parts thereof 

3 87 Vehicles  other than railway or tramway rolling stock, and parts and accessories  
thereof

4 89 Ships, boats and floating structures

5 90 Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision,  
medical or surgical ...

6 72 Iron and steel

7 29 Organic chemicals

8 39 Plastics and articles thereof

9 99 Commodities not elsewhere specified

10 27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous substances; 
mineral ...

Source : UN COMTRADE, ITC
* This list presents the Top 10 FEALAC Latin America countries’ Import products from FEALAC East Asia countries.   
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Top 10 FEALAC East Asia Imports from Latin America countries by Value (2018)

Rank HS Code Products

1 26 Ores, slag and ash

2 27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous substances; 
mineral ...

3 12 Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit; industrial or 
medicinal ...   

4 74 Copper and articles thereof

5 47 Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; recovered (waste or scrap) 
paper or ...

6 85 Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders and 
reproducers, television...

7 23 Residues and waste from the food industries; prepared animal fodder

8 02 Meat and edible meat offal

9 03 Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates

10 90 Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision,  
medical or surgical...

Source : UN COMTRADE, ITC
* This list presents the Top 10 FEALAC Latin America countries’ Export products to FEALAC East Asia countries.  
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4 FEALAC Investment Indicators

4-1. FDI Inflows and Outflows of FEALAC member countries

(unit : USD million at current prices)

World FEALAC - World

Year Outflow Inflow Outflow Inflow

2005     840,174    955,175   67,387 179,761

2013 1,503,407 1,595,156 389,920 505,371

2014 1,370,744 1,405,230 402,451 488,030

2015 1,767,402 2,008,436 373,971 456,912

2016 1,525,807 1,952,770 421,995 462,912

2017 1,531,401 1,507,637 394,494 498,607

East Asia - World Latin America - World

Year Outflow Inflow Outflow Inflow

2005   49,022 105,031 18,366   74,730

2013 355,299 325,611 34,621 179,760

2014 371,396 319,157 31,055 168,873

2015 338,477 288,465 35,494 167,828

2016 412,707 324,321    9,288 138,591

2017 377,293 349,001 17,200 149,606

Source : UNCTAD
* Cuba FDI In/Out flow, Myanmar Outflow figures were not included. 
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East Asia / LAC Members’ FDI Flows
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4-2. FDI Stock Amount of FEALAC member countries

(unit : USD million at current prices)

World FEALAC - World

Year Outflow Inflow Outflow Inflow

2005 12,106,151 11,554,187 1,126,625 1,922,020

2013 25,672,937 25,532,253 4,025,945 5,510,098

2014 25,954,112 26,213,904 4,424,127 5,840,721

2015 26,485,360 26,579,439 4,730,927 5,874,604

2016 27,849,138 28,662,384 5,225,506 6,318,102

2017 31,962,895 32,601,479 5,852,772 7,009,906

East Asia  - World Latin America - World

Year Outflow Inflow Outflow Inflow

2005    920,993 1,203,699 205,633    718,321

2013 3,356,054 3,583,122 669,891 1,926,977

2014 3,704,295 3,862,212 719,832 1,978,509

2015 4,018,123 4,020,149 712,804 1,854,454

2016 4,473,711 4,316,800 751,795 2,001,301

2017 5,041,019 4,847,692 811,753 2,162,215

Source : UNCTAD
* Cuba FDI In/Out flow, Myanmar Outflow figures were not included
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4-3. Top 10 FDI Host Country in FEALAC 

                                                                         (unit : USD million)

Country Stock Amount

China 1,488,676

Singapore 1,393,380

Australia  689,396  

Brazil  622,990 

Mexico 490,574 

Chile  273,960

Indonesia 231,492

Korea 229,399

Thailand 223,816

Japan 200,193 

Source : UNCTAD                          
* Stock period 1990-2017
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4-4. 2019 Doing Business Index of FEALAC

The Doing Business Report is elaborated by the World Bank Group and it measures the costs to firms  
of business regulations in 190 countries. The study presents every year a detailed analysis of costs, 
requirements and procedures a specific type of private firm is subject in all countries, and it creates 
rankings for every country based on the data. Data in Doing Business 2019 are currently as of May 1, 
2018.

* Indicator set : �▲Starting a business ▲Construction permits ▲Getting electricity ▲Registering 
property ▲Getting credit ▲Protecting minority investors ▲Paying taxes ▲Trading 
across borders ▲Enforcing contracts ▲Resolving insolvency ▲Labor market 
regulations

Country Ease of Doing Business Ranking Starting a Business Ranking 

New Zealand 1(1) 1(1)

Singapore 2(2) 3(6)

Korea 5(4) 11(9)

Malaysia 15(24) 122(111)

Australia 18(14) 7(7)

Thailand 27(26) 39(36)

Japan 39(34) 93(106)

China 46(78) 28(93)

Mexico 54(49) 94(90)

Brunei 55(56) 16(58)

Chile 56(55) 72(65)

Colombia 65(59) 100(96)

Costa Rica 67(61) 142(127)

Peru 68(58) 125(114)

Viet Nam 69(68) 104(123)

Indonesia 73(72) 134(144)
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Country Ease of Doing Business Ranking Starting a Business Ranking 

Mongolia 74(62) 87(59)

Panama 79(79) 48(39)

El Salvador 85(73) 147(140)

Uruguay 95(94) 65(61)

Guatemala 98(97) 89(139)

Dominican Republic 102(99) 117(116)

Brazil 109(125) 140(176)

Paraguay 113(108) 151(146)

Argentina 119(117) 128(157)

Honduras 121(115) 154(150)

Ecuador 123(118) 168(168)

Philippines 124(113) 166(173)

Nicaragua 132(131) 144(138)

Cambodia 138(135) 185(183)

Lao PDR 154(141) 180(164)

Bolivia 156(152) 178(179)

Suriname 165(165) 182(186)

Myanmar 171(171) 152(155)

Venezuela 188(188) 190(190)

Source : World Bank, Doing Business 2019
* 190 countries measured , not included Cuba
* 2017 rank in Parenthesis 



43

FEALAC
 Investm

ent Indicators

4-5. 2018 Competitive Industrial Performance Index of FEALAC

Competitive Industrial Performance Index (CIP Index) benchmarks the ability of countries to 
produce andexport manufactured goods competitively. CIP result is calculated by three dimensions :  
▲capacity to produce and export manufactures; ▲technological deepening and upgrading; and 
▲world impact. 

                                    East Asia                                                                                   Latin America

Country CIP Rank Country CIP Rank

Japan 0.399 2 Mexico 0.178 20

China 0.376 3 Brazil 0.101 35

Korea 0.366 5 Argentina 0.063 49

Singapore 0.257 12 Chile 0.060 51

Malaysia 0.166 22 Peru 0.042 60

Thailand 0.153 25 Costa Rica 0.038 67

Australia 0.119 30 Venezuela 0.038 68

Indonesia 0.090 38 Colombia 0.036 70

Philippines 0.0725 43 Guatemala 0.309 74

Viet Nam 0.0724 44 Panama 0.0308 75

New Zealand 0.065 46 El Salvador 0.0303 76

Brunei 0.024 83 Uruguay 0.028 79

Cambodia 0.021 88 Ecuador 0.019 89

Myanmar 0.018 91 Honduras 0.015 92

Lao PDR 0.011 101 Paraguay 0.013 96

Mongolia 0.010 102 Bolivia 0.013 98

Suriname 0.009 114

Source : �UNIDO Competitive Industrial Performance report 2018
* 150 countries measured
* Not included Cuba, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua 
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5 Others

5-1. Telecommunications Penetration Rates in FEALAC

Year

Telephone subscriptions
(per 100 people)

Mobile cellular subscriptions
(per 100 people)

Internet Users
(% of population)

World

FEALAC

World

FEALAC

World

FEALAC

East Asia Latin 
America East Asia Latin 

America East Asia Latin 
America

2013 15.8 21.3 15.3 92.4 110.3 117.9 36.7 47.7 40.4

2014 15.0 20.5 15.0 96.0 115.4 117.3 39.8 50.5 43.0

2015 14.2 19.8 15.0 97.4 116.5 113.0 43.0 54.3 48.2

2016 13.5 19.4 15.1 100.6 122.5 113.8 45.7 59.0 52.1

2017 13.0 19.2 14.3 103.0 124.0 115.2 48.6 61.6 56.0

Source : World Bank

                   Telephone subscriptions                                                 Mobile cellular subscriptions
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5-2. Tourists Arrivals from the World to FEALAC

(Unit : Thousand people)

Region Country 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

East Asia

Australia 6,482 6,922 7,450  8,269 8,815

Brunei 225 201 218 219 259

Cambodia 4,210 4,503 4,775 5,012 3,107

China 55,686 55,622 56,886 59,270 60,740

Indonesia 8,802 9,435 10,407 11,519 14,040

Japan 10,364 13,413 19,737 24,040 28,691

Korea 12,176 14,202 13,232 17,242 13,336

Lao PDR 2,700 3,164 3,543 3,315 3,257

Malaysia 25,715 27,437 25,721 26,757 25,948

Mongolia 418 393 386 404 469

Myanmar 2,044 3,081 4,681 2,907 3,443

New Zealand 2,629 2,772 3,039 3,370 3,555

Philippines 4,681 4,833 5,361 5,967 6,621

Singapore 11,899 11,864 12,051 12,914 13,903

Thailand 26,547 24,810 29,923 32,530 35,592

Viet Nam 7,572 7,874 7,944 10,013 12,922

Latin 
America

Argentina 5,246 5,931 5,736 6,655 6,720

Bolivia 798 871 882 959 1,134

Brazil 5,813 6,430 6,306 6,547 6,589 

Chile 3,576 3,674 4,478 5,641 6,450

Colombia 2,288 2,552 2,978 3,317 3,107

Costa Rica 2,428 2,527 2,660 2,925 2,960

Cuba 2,839 2,981 3,506 3,975 4,594 

Dominican 
Republic 4,690 5,141 5,600 5,959 6,188

Ecuador 1,364 1,557 1,544 1,418 1,608

El Salvador 1,283 1,345 1,402 1,434 1,556
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Region Country 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Latin America

Guatemala 1,516 1,739 1,865 1,906 2,113 

Honduras 863 868 880 838 851 

Mexico 24,151 29,346 32,093 35,079 39,291

Nicaragua 1,229 1,330 1,386 1,504 1,787

Panama 1,658 1,745 2,110 1,921 1,843

Paraguay 610 649 1,215 1,308 1,584

Peru 3,164 3,215 3,456 3,744 4,032 

Suriname 249 252 228 256 278

Uruguay 2,683 2,682 2,773 3,037 3,674

Venezuela 986 857 789 601 427

FEALAC

East Asia 182,150 190,526 205,354 223,748 237,193 

Latin America 67,434 75,692 81,887 89,024 96,786

Total 249,584 266,218 287,241 312,772 333,979

World 1,106,732 1,159,450 1,206,215 1,250,467 1,341,456

Source : World Bank 
* �Tourists arrivals (overnight visitors) are the number of tourists who travel to a country other than that in which they  
 have their usual residence for a period not exceeding 12 months. When data on number of tourists are not available,  
 the number of visitors, which includes tourists, same-day visitors, cruise passengers, and crew members, is shown  
 instead. 
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5-3. Global Competitiveness Index 2018

The Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) measures national competitiveness defined as the set of 
institutions, policies and factors that determine the level of productivity for long-term growth. 
Scale ranges from 0 to 100.

Rank Country Rank Country

2 Singapore 64 Panama

5 Japan 72 Brazil

14 Australia 77 Viet Nam

15 Korea 81 Argentina

18 New Zealand 82 Dominican Republic

25 Malaysia 86 Ecuador

28 China 95 Paraguay

33 Chile 96 Guatemala

38 Thailand 98 El Salvador

45 Indonesia 99 Mongolia

46 Mexico 101 Honduras

53 Uruguay 104 Nicaragua

55 Costa Rica 105 Bolivia

56 Philippines 110 Cambodia

60 Colombia 112 Lao PDR

62 Brunei 127 Venezuela

63 Peru

Source : World Economic Forum
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5-4. Gini Index

OECD(2016) 
FEALAC

FEALAC
East Asia Latin America

Gini Index 32 37.2 45.5 42

Source : World Bank, OECD, Central Intelligent Agency 
* Latest data available
* East Asia: Brunei, Cambodia, Lao PDR not included
* Latin America: Cuba, Suriname not included

5-5. Global Innovation Index 2018

The Global Innovation Index (GII) is an annual ranking of countries by their capacity and success in 
innovation which is computed by averaging the scores in two sub-indices; the Innovation Input 
Index and Innovation Output Index. 

Rank Country Rank Country Rank Country

5 Singapore 53 Mongolia 80 Argentina

12 Korea 54 Costa Rica 85 Indonesia

13 Japan 56 Mexico 87 Dominican 
Republic

17 China 62 Uruguay 89 Paraguay

20 Australia 63 Colombia 97 Ecuador

22 New Zealand 64 Brazil 98 Cambodia

35 Malaysia 70 Panama 102 Guatemala

44 Thailand 67 Brunei 104 El Salvador

45 Viet Nam 71 Peru 105 Honduras

47 Chile 73 Philippines 117 Bolivia

Source : Cornell, INSEAD, WIPO
* Lao PDR, Cuba, Myanmar, Suriname, Nicaragua, Venezuela not included
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5-6. 2018 The Global Gender Gap Index

The Global Gender Gap Index benchmarks national gender gaps on economic, education, health 
and political criteria, and provides country rankings that allow effective comparison across regions 
and income groups. The index examines the gap between men and women across four 
fundamental categories (subindexes): Economic Participation and Opportunity, Educational 
Attainment, Health and Survival, and Political Empowerment. For all subindexes, the highest 
possible score is 1 (gender parity) and the lowest possible score is 0 (imparity). A simple average of 
each subindex score is the overall Global Gender Gap Index score.

Country
Global Index

Economic 
Participation and 

Opportunity

Educational 
Attainment

Health and 
Survival

Political 
Empowerment

Rank Score (0-1) Score (0-1) Score (0-1) Score (0-1) Score (0-1)

Nicaragua 5 0.809 0.679 1.000 0.980 0.576

New Zealand 7 0.801 0.761 1.000 0.970 0.472

Philippines 8 0.799 0.801 1.000 0.979 0.472

Costa Rica 22 0.749 0.614 1.000 0.977 0.406

Cuba 23 0.749 0.627 0.999 0.975 0.396

Bolivia 25 0.748 0.630 0.976 0.979 0.408

Lao PDR 26 0.748 0.915 0.968 0.971 0.137

Argentina 36 0.733 0.599 0.995 0.980 0.356

Australia 39 0.730 0.718 1.000 0.971 0.232

Colombia 40 0.729 0.733 1.000 0.980 0.203

Ecuador 41 0.729 0.657 0.996 0.978 0.283

Panama 45 0.722 0.693 0.995 0.980 0.222

Mexico 50 0.721 0.574 0.996 0.979 0.335

Peru 52 0.720 0.634 0.988 0.977 0.282

Chile 54 0.717 0.585 0.999 0.977 0.307
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Country
Global Index

Economic 
Participation and 

Opportunity

Educational 
Attainment

Health and 
Survival

Political 
Empowerment

Rank Score (0-1) Score (0-1) Score (0-1) Score (0-1) Score (0-1)

Uruguay 56 0.715 0.664 1.000 0.980 0.216

Mongolia 58 0.714 0.780 0.993 0.980 0.102

Venezuela 64 0.709 0.691 0.997 0.980 0.167

Singapore 67 0.707 0.761 0.988 0.965 0.113

Honduras 68 0.706 0.673 1.000 0.977 0.176

Thailand 73 0.702 0.763 0.991 0.978 0.074

Dominican 
Republic 74 0.701 0.650 0.997 0.980 0.179

Viet Nam 77 0.698 0.740 0.972 0.957 0.124

Suriname 79 0.695 0.638 0.991 0.973 0.177

Indonesia 85 0.691 0.629 0.967 0.974 0.193

El Salvador 87 0.690 0.582 0.992 0.980 0.206

Myanmar 88 0.690 0.738 0.976 0.977 0.069

Brunei 90 0.686 0.752 0.990 0.969 0.031

Cambodia 93 0.683 0.719 0.938 0.975 0.102

Brazil 95 0.681 0.645 1.000 0.980 0.101

Malaysia 101 0.676 0.656 1.000 0.974 0.072

China 103 0.673 0.653 0.958 0.915 0.164

Paraguay 104 0.672 0.623 0.994 0.972 0.100

Guatemala 107 0.668 0.623 0.968 0.980 0.102

Japan 110 0.662 0.595 0.994 0.979 0.081

Korea 115 0.657 0.549 0.973 0.973 0.134

Source : World Economic Forum
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5-7. Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GERD) as a percentage of GDP

Gross domestic Expenditure on R&D (GERD) is defined as the total expenditure (current and 
capital) on R&D carried out by all resident companies, research institutes, university and 
government laboratories, etc., in a country. It includes R&D funded from abroad, but excludes 
domestic funds for R&D performed outside the domestic economy. All percentage is rounded to 
two decimal points and the average percentage for each continent is calculated when more than 
half of member countries’ data are available. 

GERD as a percentage of GDP for FEALAC Latin America countries 

Country 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Argentina 0.62% 0.59% 0.61% 0.53% -

Brazil 1.20% 1.27% 1.34% 1.27% -

Chile 0.39% 0.37% 0.38% 0.36% -

Colombia 0.27% 0.31% 0.29% 0.27% 0.24%

Costa Rica 0.56% 0.57% 0.49% 0.46% -

Cuba 0.47% 0.42% 0.43% 0.35% -

Ecuador 0.38% 0.44% - - -

El Salvador 0.06% 0.09% 0.15% 0.15% -

Guatemala 0.04% 0.03% 0.03% - -

Mexico 0.50% 0.53% 0.52% 0.49% -

Nicaragua 0.10% 0.09% 0.11% - -

Panama 0.06% - - - -

Paraguay - 0.10% 0.13% 0.15% -

Peru 0.08% 0.11% 0.12% 0.12% 0.12%

Uruguay 0.32% 0.34% 0.36% 0.41% -

Average 0.36% 0.38% 0.38% 0.38% -
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 GERD as a percentage of GDP for  FEALAC East Asia countries          

Country 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Australia 2.18% - 1.92% - -

Cambodia - - 0.12% - -

China 1.99% 2.02% 2.06% 2.11% 2.13%

Indonesia 0.08% - - - -

Malaysia - 1.26% 1.3% - -

Mongolia 0.23% 0.22% 0.15% 0.18% 0.13%

New Zealand 1.15% - 1.26% - -

Philippines 0.14% - - - -

Japan 3.31% 3.4% 3.28% 3.14% 3.20%

Korea 4.15% 4.29% 4.22% 4.23% 4.55%

Singapore 1.99% 2.16% - - -

Thailand 0.44% 0.48% 0.62% 0.78% -

Viet Nam 0.37% - 0.44% - -

Average 1.46% 1.98% 1.54% - -

Source : OECD and UIS Stats
* Brunei, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Suriname, Venezuela are not included
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5-8. School Enrollment ratio, tertiary (% gross)

School enrollment ratio (tertiary) is the ratio of enrollment, regardless of age, to the population of the 
age group that officially corresponds to the tertiary education. Tertiary education, whether or not to 
an advanced research qualification, normally requires, as a minimum condition of admission, the 
successful completion of education at the secondary level. A high ratio in this data may reflect a 
substantial number of overage students enrolled in tertiary education because of repetition or late 
entry rather than a successful education system. All percentage is rounded to two decimal points.

School Enrollment ratio for FEALAC Latin America countries             

   

Country 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Argentina 78.98% 79.99% 82.92% 95.96% -

Brazil 46.82% 49.91% 51.05% 50.49% -

Chile 83.28% 86.25% 88.35% 90.32% 91.47%

Colombia 50.10% 53.28% 55.66% 58.72% 60.43%

Costa Rica 50.01% 53.04% 53.63% 53.99% 55.61%

Cuba 48.80% 40.54% 35.85% 34.06% 40.28%

Dominican 
Republic - 49.32% 51.75% 54.50% 59.92%

Ecuador 40.48% - 45.55% - -

El Salvador 28.47% 27.98% 28.08% 28.03% 28.69%

Guatemala 19.59% 18.18% 21.78% - -

Honduras 19.78% 20.05% 20.78% - -

Mexico 29.46% 30.23% 30.79% 36.85% 38.18%

Panama - 44.52% 47.27% -

Peru - - - 69.62% -

Uruguay 59.84% 60.65% 59.59% 62.35% -

* Bolivia, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Suriname, Venezuela are not included  
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School Enrollment ratio for FEALAC East Asia countries

Country 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Australia - - 119.69% 89.08% -

Cambodia - - 13.14% - 13.14%

China 31.46% 41.28% 45.35% 48.44% 51.01%

Indonesia 29.47% 29.56% - - 36.28%

Korea 94.37% 93.42% 93.26% 93.78% -

Lao PDR 18.95% 18.31% 18.10% 17.21% 15.72%

Malaysia 36.98% 36.87% 42.37% 44.12% 41.93%

Mongolia 62.20% 64.25% 68.56% 64.56% 64.84%

Myanmar - - - - 15.96%

New Zealand 77.26% 77.98% 80.56% 81.75% 82.00%

Philippines 33.54% 35.64% - - 35.28%

Singapore - - - 83.94% -

Thailand 49.85% 50.17% - 49.29% -

Viet Nam 24.97% 30.43% 28.79% 28.26% -

Source :  World Bank and UNESCO Institute for Statistics 
* Brunei and Japan are not included
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